Introduction.
It is well known and easy to prove that in the big disc there are many Gleason parts out of the Silov boundary of the big disc algebra. Our aim in this note is to show how this fact implies (i) there are harmonic almost periodic functions in a half-plane such that their harmonic conjugates are not almost periodic in any strictly contained half-plane (see [6, Chapitre III, §47]), and (ii) there are analytic almost periodic functions in a strip with no Laurent decomposition (see [5, p. 278] ).
Gleason parts and uniform approximation.
We say that A is a uniform algebra over the compact space X if (i) A C C(X) and it is closed in the uniform convergence topology, (ii) A separates the points of X and contains the constant functions. We denote the spectrum of A by Sp(A). (1.1) Lemma. Let A be'a uniform algebra over X and x, y eSp(A).
The following are equivalent:
(i) ¡l*-y||=2;
(ii) 1 e Closure of (Ax + A ) = Cl (Ax + A ) (A = \f : / £ A }).
Proof.
(ii)--=»(i 
We recall that 72 is absolutely continuous with respect to some 772 in K and that there exists a Borel set E such that ttz (E ) = 0 whenever 772 £ X XX X K and ||«' || (X -E ) = 0. Because of (i), E can be chosen in such a way ( 1.2) Corollary. Let-A be a Dirichlet algebra; x, yeSp(A). Then \\x -y|| =2 iff A + A is dense in C(X).
In all that follows we shall use the notations concerning the big disc as In all that follows we use the definitions and results concerning almost periodic (a.p.) functions as stated in [3] .
In [2] the big disc algebra associated to G is identified isometrically with the algebra of continuous bounded a.p. functions in P = \Rew > 0¡, analytic in iRei^ > 0| and whose exponents lie in G; in the same way it is possible to identify C(T) with the space of a. BIBLIOGRAPHY
